August 16, 2011

Town Board Meeting


A Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Cortlandt was conducted on August 16, 2011 in the Vincent F. Nyberg Meeting Room of the Cortlandt Town Hall located at One Heady Street, Cortlandt Manor, NY (10567) with the following elected official and appointed staff in attendance: 

LINDA D. PUGLISI


Supervisor 

FRANCIS X. FARRELL

Councilmember       
ANN LINDAU


Councilmember



RICHARD BECKER

Councilmember 


JOHN E. SLOAN


Councilmember     

Also present:



JO-ANN DYCKMAN 

Town Clerk 



GLENN CESTARO 


Comptroller 



EDWARD VERGANO 

DOTS, Director 

CLAUDIA VAHEY 
Human Resources Coordinator 

RENE BRACKEN 
Deputy Town Clerk 



ROSEMARY B. LASHER

DOTS/Asst. to Director
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 

Supervisor Puglisi called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.

* * * * * * * * * *

PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 

 Supervisor Puglisi led all in attendance in a Pledge to the Flag.
* * * * * * * * * *
SUPERVISOR’S PROCLAMATIONS AND REPORTS

Supervisor Puglisi recognized and thanked Dwayne Jackson, the hero of Time Square, in helping to stop the car bombing. 

The Supervisor then introduced Senator Greg Ball, here to give a report to the Cortlandt Town Board and community and answer any questions from the residents.

Senator Greg Ball gave his report regarding the timely and early passing of the budget in Albany and that is the job of the officials. State spending was also cut by 2% in New York State and they worked to find a bipartisan solution in Albany to get New York State back on track. He spoke about no tax increases this year and no back door borrowing.
An advisory council has been put together and he has asked residents to join to help change what needs to be changed in the property tax gap and how to make the property tax gap better.  Senator Ball stated that school taxes need to be addressed and asked for the input of the residents.
He spoke of unfunded mandates and the unfunded mandate relief and how it has reached a point where it’s part of the general discourse in the community. Senator Ball commented that the property tax cap has forced the issue of unfunded mandate.
Senator Ball discussed the governor’s three top priorities this year and many troublesome security issues since 9/11. The security of New York has many weaknesses and Senator Ball gave various examples of such.
On Veteran’s affairs, Senator Ball stated that the Supervisor has been a leader on this front.  He spoke of plans for the Veterans and perhaps a new cemetery and programs for new homes for Veterans.

SUPERVISOR’S REPORTS, (cont.)

The Supervisor thanked the Senator for the report and expressed her concern regarding the MTA tax and the impact on the Town of Cortlandt. She emphasized the cap on taxes in the Town of Cortlandt in the last 20 years.  Supervisor Puglisi stated that they were looking forward to having grants available for infrastructure and will be sending the Senator a list for his consideration and hopes that he will be able to assist them.
Supervisor Puglisi commented that the VA is such an important position for the Town to save the VA for the Veterans and asked Senator Ball to keep up that fight for the Town.

There is a state law called Streetcorners for supplying pedestrian walkways to assist with energy issues so there would be more bicycle paths and more pedestrian walkways. Supervisor Puglisi asked if there are any grants that go along with that.  Senator Ball responded that he would check into it and his perspective regarding the grants is that we pay some of the highest taxes in the State so he believes it is his job to see that we get as much of our revenue that we send to Albany back.  Though the funding is more limited we will continue to be successful to tap into funds.

The Supervisor asked the Senator what is the status of the hydrofracking issue in New York State.  Senator Ball stated he just returned from Pennsylvania to understand the issue and he explained about the waste pools where animals are feeding and contamination is occurring. The fracking is occurring near homes and ponds and wells are being contaminated.  Senator Ball is suggesting that we not to allow to happen here what is happening in Pennsylvania and that there are serious complications that need to be addressed.  Supervisor Puglisi also stated the Town has serious concerns and urged the Senator to stay on top of the issue.  There will be a hearing at Katonah Library on August 23rd and all the gas companies were invited but refused to attend.
Councilmember Farrell commented that the Senator’s description of environmentalists as being on the left and he cautioned that this not be the way to look at it.  The Senator agreed.  Councilmember Farrell also stated that it is important to realize that some people feel that they are being helpful to business if they cut the funding or hobble the regulatory agencies and that the DEC should be fully funded so they have the free rein to protect our resources.  
He stated also that the Supervisor has been trying to set a meeting with the Governor, along with the Mayor of Buchanan, and the Superintendent of the School District regarding the Governor’s views on Indian Point but unsuccessfully.  Councilmember Farrell asked the Senator for his assistance in facilitating this meeting.
Supervisor Puglisi stated that August is National Water Quality Month.

Councilmember Lindau thanked Senator Ball for bringing the condo bill on the floor of the Senate. She asked about how one can get on the 2% property tax committee to which the Senator responded that he will follow up and give information.

Councilmember Becker asked Senator Ball about Medicaid cuts and Councilmember Sloan spoke about the 2% property tax and the State spending cap.
Supervisor Puglisi thanked Senator Ball for attending the meeting.  

The Town Board Meeting was resumed after a 2 minute break.

SUPERVISOR’S REPORTS, (cont.)

The employee of the Quarter is Richard Markham.  The Supervisor read a brief biography and an overview of his duties in the Town tax office and Councilmember Farrell presented the certificate of award. Mary Breining, Receiver of Taxes, commented that Richard was a welcome addition to the tax office, with a high level of professional customer service and that he makes a person feel welcome and he is most deserving of this award.  Richard thanked everyone and said it has been a pleasure working with the Town employees.
Director of Recreation, John Palmietto and his Deputy, Ken Sherman spoke about the 6th Cortlandt Family Fun Day on Saturday, September 10th and all the fun events planned for the day. He urged anyone who would like to volunteer to call his office.  He announced that the pool is open and invited the residents to enjoy the pool.
Ken Sherman stated that they are low on volunteers and asked for the residents to call to volunteer. Also, Oct. 17th is the First Responders Golf Outing being held at the Hollowbrook Golf Course where all proceeds will benefit the 9/11 Memorial. 
Supervisor Puglisi stated that this is the 10th anniversary of 9/11.  The Town of Cortlandt, along with the Villages of Croton and Buchanan will be sponsoring a ceremony at Town Hall, Sunday, Sept. 11th at 2:00 p.m. paying tribute to those lost, the First Responders, and those in the military.
The Supervisor showed the memorial being planned using steel from one of the Towers from the world trade center. The first fundraiser for this memorial will be on Sunday, Sept. 18th, 2:00-5:00p.m. at Monteverdes.

* * * * * * * * * *

ROLL CALL

On a roll call attendance taken by Town Clerk Dyckman all Town Board members indicated their presence 

* * * * * * * * * *

TOWN BOARD REPORTS

Councilmember Farrell:  stated that it was his pleasure and honor to represent the Town Board at a Boy Scout/ Eagle Scout award ceremony for Ben Goldsmith of Croton.  His project was working with village officials to identify people who were elderly or in special needs to enumerate their houses for emergency service personnel are better able to find their houses. 

Councilmember Lindau:  nothing to report

Councilmember Becker:   Tonight there will be a vote to reauthorize the continuation of the CHOP program, its 3rd successful year. One can join by calling Town Hall or going on the website.

The second Stop and Swap will be held at the Muriel Morabito Community Center on Saturday, Sept. 24th whose purpose is to keep items out of the trash.
 Councilmember Sloan:  nothing to report
* * * * * * * * * *

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES

Councilmember Sloan moved that the minutes of the Regular Meeting of 

July 11, 2011 and the Special Meeting of July 19, 2011 be approved as presented by Town Clerk Dyckman.  Councilmember Becker seconded the motion.

All voted AYE

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

Councilmember Becker moved that the following public hearing be adjourned, seconded by Councilmember Lindau.
1.
Public Hearing to consider a zoning amendment with respect to outdoor 
storage.

Discussion: Tom Wood, Town Attorney, explained this public hearing which would help the small businesses with outdoor seasonal storage.

All voted AYE
Councilmember Lindau moved that the following public hearing be adjourned, seconded by Councilmember Farrell.
2.
Public Hearing to consider a revision to the Town Sign Ordinance.

Tom Wood, Town Attorney, explained this public hearing in that it would amend a sign ordinance and takes 2 or 3 of the most common reoccurring issues that go to the Zoning Board for relief and clarify the definitions and hopefully eliminate a lot of appeals to the Zoning Board for it.  It would define what part of the sign has to be included in the measurement of the sign area and clarifies other signs, allowing discretions of the Boards for directional signs for shopping areas.

All voted AYE

* * * * * ** * * * * *

HEARING OF CITIZENS, (AGENDA ITEMS ONLY)
Carl Benjamin

1326 Washington Street

Asked where the Stop and Swap will be located and was responded to by Councilmember Becker.
Sue McDonald

19 Susan Lane

Spoke of mandatory clean outs of septics near lakes and the boundaries of the mandatory clean outs made possible by grants.  She asked that there be regulations regarding extending the boundaries to include more of the residents. 
One can get information regarding their septics on the Westchester County website and request the information.
Ms. McDonald also stated that the Furnace Dock Lake has some problems now and commented on the grant being sought for this location.

Regarding the transfer of George’s Island to the Town and the benefit to the Town, Supervisor Puglisi stated that whether the County would transfer or lease 
HEARING OF CITIZENS, cont.

it to us is yet to be determined.  If the Town had this property, the uses would be many and the ideas are endless.
Artis Benjamin

1326 Washington Street

Asked what could be done about the runoff from Peterson’s Pond which has eroded a lot of her property.  The Supervisor advised that she speak with the Town Engineers after the meeting to set up an inspection.  Councilmember Farrell commented that we might find that this property where this is occurring is perhaps Westchester County property and this problem could be forwarded to them.
Peter Kalangis

18 Apple Hill Drive

Asked that the Supervisor explain what will happen at this point regarding petitions about Hanover Farm.  The Supervisor explained that it is in front of the Planning Board for a development and the Town would want to be sure it is not overdeveloped.  There are various scenarios to look at and a committee has been formed, a “charrette” and a consultant and meetings will proceed shortly. The big issue in the petitions is a road going into this location, but all will be discussed.  The residents will all have an opportunity to participate in the meetings and can join the charrette.

* * * * * ** * * * * *

BID REPORTS 

NONE

* * * * * ** * * * * *

REPORTS

Councilmember Farrell moved that the following reports be received and ordered filed, seconded by Councilmember Sloan.
For the month of June from the Water Division of DES, for the month of July from the Office for the Aging, the Purchasing Department, the Receiver of Taxes and the Town Clerk.

* * * * * ** * * * * *

OLD BUSINESS 

Receive and File the Following:

1.
Letter from the Supervisor to the William J. Boyle American Legion.

2.
List of members of the charrette for the Hanover Farms proposal and to be 
amended to add Peter Kalangis to the list.
3.
Memo from the Zoning Board of Appeals with respect to Case 11-09; and 
a letter to the ZBA that no action will be taken.

* * * * * ** * * * * *

NEW BUSINESS

Receive and File the Following:
1.
Letter/Petition from residents of Apple Hill Estates with respect to a right-
of-way; and refer to DOTS and the Legal Department.

2.
Letter from Nicholas Danisher requesting a parcel located at 22 Pierce 
Street be reinstated into the County Sewer District; and forward same to 
Westchester County for their consideration.
3.
A scrapbook from two students requesting a basketball court and play 
area on Young Street; and refer to DOTS, the Department of Recreation 
and Conservation and the Legal Department.

4.
Request from a student to consider sidewalks on Watch Hill Road; and 
refer to DES, DOTS and Traffic Safety Committee.

Discussion: Councilmember Farrell made a motion to add Peter Kalangis to the charrette, seconded by Councilmember Lindau.

The Supervisor stated that due to the petitions received regarding the William J. Boyle American Legion for a larger Veteran’s Park they will now be proceeding with finding a site.  

The scrapbook given to the Supervisor from students was shown and a meeting is set to speak with the parents to discuss this idea to consider a basketball area.  The Supervisor stated that this is “grassroots at its best” having a great idea and presenting it to the government.
All voted AYE
* * * * * ** * * * * *
RESOLUTIONS

(All resolutions adopted at this meeting are to be found attached to the end of the original document.) 

Councilmember Lindau moved that the following resolutions be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Farrell:

RESOLUTION NO.203-11 RE:  Resolution to extend four (4) seasonals in DES to September 30, 2011.

RESOLUTION NO.204-11 RE:  Authorize a contract with Westchester County with respect to bus shelters located within the Town.
RESOLUTION NO.205-11 RE:  Authorize the settlement of a Tax Certiorari with respect to Amberlands Owners, Inc.
RESOLUTION NO.206-11 RE:  Authorize the formation of the East of Hudson Watershed Corporation.
RESOLUTION NO.207-11 RE:  Authorize the Purchasing Director and IT Department to seek RFP’s with respect to GIS services.
RESOLUTION NO.208-11 RE:  Authorize the Planning Division of DOTS to apply for a NYS Office of Parks Grant with respect to the recently acquired Furnace Dock Lake property.
RESOLUTION NO.209-11 RE:  Authorize a professional service contract for Design Services with respect to the recently acquired Furnace Dock Lake 

The following resolution was removed:
Authorize DOTS to conduct a flow test and video of a sewer line with respect to a section of Rt. 6 sewers.
RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)

RESOLUTION NO.210-11 RE:  Authorize an IMA with the City of Peekskill with respect to emergency water main breaks.
RESOLUTION NO.211-11 RE: Authorize awarding a contract with respect to LED lights for traffic signals.
RESOLUTION NO.212-11 RE:  Resolution to Westchester County Executive that he consider the transfer of George’s Island Park to the Town and respond to inquiries from the Supervisor with respect to same.
RESOLUTION NO.213-11 RE:  Resolution requesting NYS Governor Cuomo meet with officials from the Town of Cortlandt, the Hendrick Hudson School District and the Village of Buchanan to discuss important issues regarding the Indian Point Nuclear Facility.
Resolutions were taken out of order:
RESOLUTION NO.215-11 RE:  Authorize the release of a Letter of Credit in the amount of $75,000 with respect to Cortlandt Estates.

Discussion:  The Supervisor hoped everyone liked the new signs put up at Furnace Dock Lake and also a sign was put up regarding the rules and regulations of this property. 
All voted AYE

Councilmember Sloan moved that the following resolution be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Becker

RESOLUTION NO.214-11 RE:  Authorize accepting security in the amount of $1,000,000 with respect to Valeria Phase II subdivision.
The Board was polled:
Councilmember Sloan     Yes

Councilmember Becker   Yes

Supervisor Puglisi
          Abstain

Councilmember Lindau     Yes     

Councilmember Farrell      Yes

The motion was passed.

All voted AYE
* * * * * * * * * *
ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA

Councilmember Becker moved that the following resolutions be adopted.  Councilmember Lindau seconded the motion. 

RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION NO.216-11 RE: Authorize amending the Town’s Consultant List for Arborists to include Environmental Design Consulting. 

RESOLUTION NO.217-11 RE: Award a Contract with respect to the repair of a retaining wall on Highland Drive.

RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)
RESOLUTION NO.218-11 RE: Authorize the Supervisor to execute a Drainage Easement with respect to property located at 113 Watch Hill Road for Highway purposes.  

RESOLUTION NO.219-11 RE: Authorize an Agreement with Westchester County with respect to the electronic filing of Small Claims Assessment Review Filings.
RESOLUTION NO.220-11 RE: Authorize the Town CHOP Program for the 2011-2012 heating season.  

RESOLUTION NO.221-11 RE:  Authorize a 12 week Family Leave of Absence to a DES employee.
Discussion:  Regarding Resolution No. 219, Supervisor Puglisi stated that Westchester County Clerk Tim Idoni contacted the Supervisor asking if the Town will be a leader in this and the Town has agreed to do so. 
All voted AYE
* * * * * * * * * *
BUDGET TRANSFERS

NONE

* * * * * * * * * *
REPORTS FROM VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS 

* * * * * ** * * * * *

REPORTS FROM STANDING & SPECIAL COMMITTEES

None

* * * * * ** * * * * *

SECOND HEARING OF CITIZENS

* * * * * ** * * * * *

ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned in memory of Edna Beisser, former Receiver of Taxes and Richard McIntyre, former Co-Director of DES at 9:15 p.m. on a motion by Councilmember Farrell, seconded by Councilmember Sloan.
All voted AYE
Respectfully submitted,








JO-ANN DYCKMAN,









Town Clerk
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